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AVAILABLE FROM Congregations Concerned for Children-Child Advocacy Network,
Joint Religious Legislative Coalition, 122 West Franklin
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DESCRIPTORS Adolescents; Birth Weight; Child Abuse; *Child Health; Child

Neglect; Child Welfare; *Children; Counties; Crime;
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ABSTRACT

This Kids Count data book examines statewide trends in the
well-being of Minnesota children during the 1990s. The statistical portrait
is based on 11 indicators of well-being: (1) child poverty rate; (2) percent
of children receiving Aid to Families with Dependent Children; (3) percent
receiving free or reduced-price school lunches; (4) teen birth rate; (5)
percent born at low birthweight; (6) percent not immunized by age 2; (7)
school dropout rate; (8) percent arrested for violent crime; (9) child abuse
and neglect rates; (10) percent in out-of-home placements; and (11) child
violent death rate. Following an introduction outlining the major findings
and providing guidance on interpreting the tabular information, Section 1 of
the data book presents state and regional findings for each indicator for
this decade, briefly discusses trends in Minnesota, delineates racial
differences for each indicator, and discusses prevention and treatment
options. Section 2 contains statewide and county profiles, including trends
in the 1990s, a brief description of each county, and a comparison of each
county to the average. Findings indicate that there are several important
areas where Minnesota children are not faring well: the percentage of
children born at low birthweight is increasing, the percentage of low-income
children has remained the same despite the 1990s economic boom, school
dropout rates are unacceptably high, and the percentage of violent crimes
committed by children continued to rise through 1995. The data book concludes
with data notes and sources and a list of resources. (KB)
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